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Minutes of Regular meeting of Charlton Twp. Board—May 13, 2013 

The regular May meeting of the Charlton Township Board was called to order by Chairman Matt Nowak 

at 7:00 pm on Monday, May 13, 2013. 

All board members present. Others present: John and Nikki Poumade, Lee Olsen, Doug Doherty, Bob 

Fleury, Scott Whitcomb, Kerry Wieber, Claire Stevens, Willard Brown. 

Huff moved, Samkowiak supported, to accept the minutes of the previous meeting and the minutes of 

the May 6, 2013, special meeting as printed. Ayes, all. Motion carried. 

Kim Samkowiak presented the Treasurer's report as follows: General Operation, $ 316,041.64; 

Fire/EMS Account, $ 357,663.92. McCarthy moved, Huff supported, to accept the Treasurer's report as 

presented. Ayes, all. Motion carried. 

Audience: Nothing. 

Old Business: Talked about the sealcoating job at the township hall parking lot. Gutter Pro owner David 

Billideau says he will come back and make the job right by putting three coats on it. McCarthy moved, 

Huff supported, to contact Gutter Pro and have them prep the lot properly and apply three coats of seal. 

Then the township will pay for the job which is costing $ 2,800.00. Ayes, all. Motion carried. 

Snowmobile trail update. The DNR is coming out to check the site. No more action at this time. Keith 

thought that the township planning commission should look into the proposed trail. 

Discussed proposed changes to county zoning ordinance as recommended by the township planning 
commission. Huff moved, McCarthy supported, to recommend approval to the Otsego County Land Use 

Services of the proposed changes to the zoning ordinance including formatting, grammatical errors, 

punctuation and recent changes and the addition of the Highway Interchange as a new zoning district. 

Ayes, all. Motion carried. 

New Business: Several DNRE personnel were present at the meeting to talk about the DNRE purchasing 

private lands. There was much discussion. Specifically, they were talking about 25 acres on Tin Shanty 

Road that was available for purchase. This would basically make all of the area state land. The Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation purchased the land and will transfer it to the state. They were looking for 
approval from local government officials before purchasing the lands. Board members approved the 
purchase of this specific piece of land. Talked about road closures when the DNRE purchases lands. The 

DNRE officials gave information on other private lands they have purchased. Talked about the proposed 

snowmobile trail into Johannesburg. Discussed the Thies property on the Black River. Scott Whitcomb 

says they are working on making the property more accessible. 

Nowak moved, Maschke supported, to change the life insurance provider for the township from 

American United to Consumers Life Insurance Co. Ayes, all. Motion carried. American United will not 

cover us anymore. 

Kim stated that our property tax assessments will be audited. 

Reports: Lee Olsen gave a report on county activities. Recycling sites are being prepared for use. Our 

site should be ready by May 20, 2013. The county commission approved a god park on Old 27 South. 

Talked about roadwork funding in the state and county. Discussed a county commission vote on 

proposed changes recommended by the township planning commission and the county planning 

commission. The board voted the changes down 5-3. There is a question regards to whether the county 

board follows recommendations made by their own planning commission. Matt thought that we should 

write to the county commissioners and ask why they did not take the recommendation of their own 
planning commission on this item. 

Fire: The fire department has purchased a used truck chassis to be built into a tanker truck. 

Custodial: There is a need to get the Ansul system checked at the hall. Cody is working some hours on 

outside maintenance. 



Talked about a letter from the Otsego County Economic Alliance regards to receiving funds from 

townships and other entities as 'donated' and should be for 'services rendered'. Lee Olsen will check it 
out. 

McCarthy moved, Huff supported, to pay the General Fund bills in the amount of $ 31,063.57. Ayes, all. 
Motion carried. 

McCarthy moved, Huff supported, to pay Fire/EMS bills in the amount of $ 47,075.54 which includes the 
purchase of a used truck chassis. Ayes, all. Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm. 


